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Spina Bifida Association of Illinois

is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to
promote the prevention of Spina Bifida and to enhance the
lives of all affected.

We accomplish our mission through public education
programs, direct services, referrals to family support
groups and to social service agencies and financial
assistance and advocacy activities.

Helping persons with Spina Bifida develop independent
living skills to the best of their abilities is an important
part of our mission. As increasing numbers of persons
with this birth defect reach adulthood, we are expanding
our activities to serve this population.

The Spina Bifida Association of Illinois was founded
in 1969 as a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization and is a
leading health and social services advocacy organization
for people with Spina Bifida and their families in Illinois.

Spina Bifida (open spine) occurs when,
for unknown reasons, the spinal cord of a
baby does not form properly during
pregnancy. The effects of this
condition vary greatly, from minor back
problems to paraplegia, hydrocephalus
and bowel and bladder dysfunction.
Spina Bifida Association of Illinois
assists parents, medical professionals,
teachers and other caring individuals in

helping persons with Spina Bifida reach

their full potential.

Public affairs programs
*Press releases, public service announcements in various
media and web-site information explaining the effects of
Spina Bifida and highlighting the role of folic acid in
preventing Spina Bifida and other neural tube defects.

*Presentations to service groups to increase awareness of
Spina Bifida and folic acid.

Direct services to persons with Spina Bifida

*Camp Ability®, offering campers an opportunity to enjoy
an exciting camp, and, at the same time, make progress
toward a healthy independent lifestyle by developing
skills to improve their health, mind and body. The only
residential summer camp in the Midwest exclusively for
children and young adults with Spina Bifida.

*Scholarships for education in colleges or vocational
schools.

Assistance to families
*Referrals to other member families who offer individual
advice and reassurance to new parents and guardians of
babies with Spina Bifida and to relevant social service
agencies.

*Social gatherings at which families share experiences and
information while youngsters hone their social skills.

*Limited financial grants for uninsured medical expenses
such as braces and equipment, therapy and urology
supplies.

Educational opportunities
A quarterly newsletter, Crossroads, mailed to all
members.

*Seminars featuring nationally-known speakers.

*Monthly meetings in Central Illinois featuring speakers
on pertinent topics.

*Educational packets for teachers regarding students with
Spina Bifida.

Advocacy
*Cooperation with other organizations to develop
programs for adults with Spina Bifida, including housing
and access to appropriate medical care for adults.



To Our Members and Stakeholders

In the year 2006, we made a number of strategic moves to
gain a greater visibility in the important Chicago area, to
join with other Spina Bifida associations across the
country in increasing public awareness of the importance
of folic acid, and to respond to the changing needs of our
population: individuals with Spina Bifida and their
families.

In mid-year, we moved our offices from the suburban
location we had occupied for more than a decade to the
northwest side of the City of Chicago. We believe this new
address will give us a stronger presence in the Chicago
business and philanthropic community in addition
to affording us greater flexibility in traveling throughout
the area.

We added to our office staff a professional to handle
program direction. While our association developed
primarily through volunteers who planned and
implemented our activities, it was becoming clear that we
could no longer rely totally on volunteer efforts. While
volunteers continue to play an important part in our
activities, we now have greater continuity and control in
our operations.

One new volunteer activity we initiated during the year is
an adult advisory group. These adults are helping develop
programs and suggesting advocacy arenas to meet the
needs of this segment of our population, particularly in the
areas of jobs and housing.

We continued our efforts to increase public awareness of
the importance of folic acid in the diets of childbearing-
age women to help prevent Spina Bifida and other neural
tube defects. As part of the program, we increased contacts
with nursing groups and school healthcare professionals.
Expanding that message is a key element on this year’s
agenda.

We also improved some of our traditional support
programs for families living with Spina Bifida by revising
the informational packet sent to families and increasing
our contacts with Spina Bifida clinics throughout the state.

Scott J. Munkvold
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In addition, we revised and strengthened the independence
program for youngsters and young adults who attended Camp
Ability, our unique residential summer camp.

We are now operating under the name Spina Bifida
Association of Illinois. This change was made to highlight
the name of the birth defect we are representing and to gain
recognition with our national association and other state
groups.

We anticipate that the moves we made during 2006 will carry
us forward strongly in the future. As always, we extend our
deep gratitude to our volunteers and our donors who continued
to support us in many ways.



Spina Bifida is the nation’s leading
disabling birth defect. Studies indicate that
if all women of childbearing age consumed
0.4 mg of folic acid daily before becoming
pregnant and during the first trimester, the
incidence of Spina Bifida could be reduced
by 70%.

Part of the vitamin-B complex, folic acid

occurs in leafy green vegetables, beans,
fresh fruits, citrus fruits and juices and
peanuts. Some cereal-grain products are
fortified with folic acid, such as breakfast
cereals, breads, rice and pasta. Some
vitamin and multivitamin pills also provide

folic acid.

Why should you take
a vitamin containing 400mcg
of folic acid everyday?

Because it reduces your risk of having a child
with Spina Bifida by 70%.

Because Spina Bifida occurs in the first 28 days
of a pregnancy before most women know they
are pregnant.

Because everyday, an average of 8 babies are
born with serious birth defects like Spina Bifida.

Because one little pill every day can
change your future child’s life!
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This advertisement is being sponsored by SBAIL in print
media.

Summary of 2006 Activities

Public Awareness

With the rise in Spina Bifida births within the Hispanic
population and the knowledge that women are less aware
of the importance of folic acid, SBAIL set out to make a
change. We enlisted the assistance of OB-GYNs, MDs,
birthing centers, fertility clinics, school nurses and more
to help spread the message about folic acid. New
educational materials were distributed throughout the
state to these professionals. The value of folic acid is an
important part of SBAIL’s mission, and will remain a key
aspect of our programming.

SBAIL continued its program of issuing press releases
and public service announcements to newspapers and
electronic media highlighting the importance of folic acid
in preventing Spina Bifida and other neural tube defects,
as well as releases about SBAIL activities. As part of our
media relations program, SBAIL personnel and
representatives appeared on several broadcast and
television programs, including a Spanish radio station
that airs in five states.

Camp Ability®

Camp Ability, founded by SBAIL in 1989, offers children
and young adults with Spina Bifida a true camping
experience while helping them develop independent
living skills. In 2006, more than 90 campers gathered in
three week-long sessions at the Timber Pointe Outdoor
Center in Bloomington, Illinois, to participate in boating,
swimming and other water sports, archery, art and
horseback riding and even a high ropes course.

Over the past few years, the independence development
program has been expanded and refined. Many young
adults now in schools of higher education or developing
their careers credit their camping experiences for giving
them the self-confidence they need to succeed.

Scholarships

SBAIL grants scholarships to persons with Spina Bifida
for post-secondary schooling in four-year and junior
colleges, graduate schools and technical schools. During
2006, SBAIL awarded 9 scholarships for post secondary
education totaling $17,500.

Also in 2006, the first Valiant Scholarship was awarded.
The recipient was a young man pursuing a doctoral
degree. The Valiant Scholarship is named in honor of the
late Bill Valiant, former president and long-time
supporter of both SBAIL and of the national Spina Bifida
organization. It is awarded to those attending post-sec-
ondary schools who demonstrate outstanding academic
and leadership abilities.



Education
In addition to general public awareness efforts, calls were made
on leading Spina Bifida clinics to meet with healthcare personnel
and offer materials about folic acid and SBAIL for distribution
to patients.

The Executive Director also appeared before numerous civic
groups to explain Spina Bifida, the role of folic acid and to
increase public awareness of Spina Bifida and the programs
of SBAIL.

The quarterly newsletter, Crossroads, was expanded to include
additional articles on information and sources of assistance for
persons with Spina Bifida and their families. The SBAIL website
was redesigned to include additional information about Spina
Bifida as well as reports of the organization's activities.

Advocacy

Increasing numbers of persons with Spina Bifida are reaching
adulthood, and their needs for assistance mature with them.
SBAIL inaugurated an Adult Advisory Committee who will help
identify the most crucial areas of interest for adults and develop
programs to meet those needs. SBAIL is also working with the
national Spina Bifida Association to foster research and a
variety of advocacy programs in the areas of education, jobs and
housing.

Family Services

Our Family Outreach service provides encouragement and
support for new parents. The information packet given to new
parents was improved during the year, and trained volunteer
parents of children with Spina Bifida offered personal support
and advice through telephone calls and meetings at SBAIL social
gatherings, such as the Holiday Party.

Central Illinois Support Group

A number of families living in Central Illinois held monthly
meetings featuring speakers on topics related to Spina Bifida.
The group also sponsors an annual holiday party for families and
members living in the Central Illinois area. Candlelight bowling
and Walk-and Roll-a-Thon events held during the year,
combined fun with fundraising. SBAIL members in the area also
responded as part of our volunteer family network to questions
and concerns from families dealing with Spina Bifida for the
first time.




Fundraising
Funding sources for SBAIL include grants and
contributions from philanthropic and corporate sources as
well as events organized by SBAIL family members,
which draw support from friends and local charitable
organizations.

Our most important sources of funding include:

For 17 years, The Windy City Corvettes automobile club
has sponsored a raffle of a new Corvette sports car with
the proceeds funding generous contributions to SBAIL.
Many Windy City Corvettes members also participated in
the annual Chicago Auto Show First Look for Charity
benefit preview, which has been an important source of
our revenue for the past fifteen years. The event is
sponsored by the Chicago Automobile Trade Association,
comprised of new car dealers of Chicagoland and
Northwest Indiana.

In September, Walk-and-Roll-a-Thons were held in both
Northern and Central Illinois on the same day. Youngsters
and adults walk, roll their wheelchairs, ride bikes and are
pulled in wagons to raise money from sponsors. Founded
by the Marnell family, the Northern Illinois Walk has
raised nearly $125,000 over the past twelve years.

For the sixth year, SBAIL member Ron Zicha, with
family and friends who are professional bowlers, has
organized a Pro-Am tournament. The weekend event has
grown every year, and more than 50 professional bowlers
from around the country participated in the 2006
tournament. Generous contributions from both
professional and amateur participants has netted over
$85,000 total since its inception.

For a number of years, the O'Malley family fundraiser has
contributed more than $13,000 annually to SBAIL. This
totally volunteer run event held at the Emerald Isle in
Chicago has grown every year. A night of food, friends,
and fun has translated into one of the best events for
SBAIL every year.

In 2006, the annual golf outing drew nearly 100 golfers
and raised over $30,000.

For the first time, SBAIL held a raffle for a Harley
Davidson Road King Classic that was generously donated
by John Paderta and Krahl Construction. The winners of
the Harley were Chris and Areta Kohout.

We are deeply grateful to all members, and their
families and friends, who have organized, attended and
participated in events that support association activities.



Financial Report

A number of programs, especially Camp Ability, require substantial
professional participation with related financial outlays, and plans to
increase public awareness programs will require additional financial
support.

INCOME SOURCES 2006

Public, corporate and foundations

donations and grants $ 46,903
Special events 312,799
Camp Ability sponsorship 70,701
Camp Ability income 12,795
Membership dues 8,205
Other income 8,461
Total $ 459,864
EXPENSES 2006

Outreach programs $ 249,499
Camp Ability 92,551
Assistance programs 31,364
Fundraising 66,358
General and administrative 45,416
Total $ 485,188

The Association's auditor is J. P. Fox & Associates, Inc. Accounting
practices are consistent with Generally Accepted Accounting
Principles for not-for-profit organizations. Contributions in kind are
excluded from financial reporting. Audited financial statements are
available from Spina Bifida Association of Illinois.



Donors

CORPORATE/FOUNDATION

Anderson Foundation

Aileen S. Andrew Foundation

ARC Foundation

Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation

Helen Brach Foundation

Champaign County Mobility

Circle of Service Foundation, Inc.

Coloplast

The Cuneo Foundation

Demco

Dickerson Engineering

Emerald Isle

Enterprise Rent-a-Car

Expertise Travel Services

Financial Solutions Advisory Group

J. P. Fox & Associates

Gillespie Auto Group

Glenview State Bank

Glimco Transportation

Global Impact

Gold Squall Inc.

Max Goldenberg Foundation

Harris Bank

Hollister, Inc.

Hoogendoom & Talbot

Hudson Company of Winnetka

[llinois Tool Works

Jay Johnson Trust

Jamerson & Bauwens

Avrum Katz Foundation

Donald P. & Byrd M. Kelly
Foundation

Key Bank

Knight’s Action Park

Kroeschell, Inc.

Bowman C. Lingle Foundation

Lisle Savings

Man Group USA Inc.

William G. McGowan Foundation

Microsoft

Napier & Associates, Inc.

O’Malley Construction

D J Peters Orthopedics

Plattner Orthopedic Company

PRP Wine International

Quaker Oats
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Rate Pest Control, Inc.

Re-Quest, Inc.

Respite Care Services

Retirement Research Foundation

RKSA, Inc.

Cele H. & William B. Rubin
Family Fund

Safeway Insurance

Santanna Energy Services

Simpson Charitable Fund

Spector & Spector

State Farm Companies

Sullivan Pontiac

Tender Care Animal Hospital

Taylorville High School
Student Council

USG Corporation

VonSydow Moving & Storage

Wal-Mart

Waring Industrial Tool

Watterson Environmental

Wilcox Company

Wine & Spirit Distributors of Illinois
Charitable Fund

CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS

Amvets Post #66

Central DuPage Kiwanis Club
Foundation

Children’s Memorial Orthopedic Dept.

Cook County Sheriff’s Department

Downers Grove Junior Woman’s Club

Kiwanis Club of Monmouth

Knights of Columbus, Illinois State Council

Palatine Presbyterian Women’s
Association

Police Benevolent & Protective Society

Spina Bifida Association

SBA St. Louis

SBA Wisconsin

University of Illinois — DSCC

Wheaton Junior Women’s Club

Windy City Corvettes

INDIVIDUALS

Joaquin Al Trevino

Mark & Joan Albert
Joseph & Susan Alfirevic
Terry & Jean Allen
Saverio Alonzi

Sam & Deanna Amirante
Billy Anderson

Frank Andrejko

Bob & Mary Andrews
Anonymous

J. Douglas & Allison Bacon
Betty Bajorek

Bob Bambas

Fred Barney, Jr.

William Barry

Barbara Beaudway

Larry & Judith Beckerdite
William Benson

Howard & Rosalie Bernstein
Mark & Amy Bernstein
John Berzanskis

Jeff Bittner

Mark & Linda Booth
Barry & Joy Bowen

Scott & Cynthia Bowman
Michael Braaten

Bob & Lynn Bradtke
Scott Bradtke

Tim Bretsnyder

Frank & Mary Lou Brilando
Marc Brock

Daniel Burdzinski

Robert Buns

Ken & Shirley Bush
Dean Buus

Frank & Laurel Byrne
Chris Cabay

Craig Calas

Dan Callaghan

Peter Callaghan

N.D. and M. A. Calo
Christopher Campbell
Claire Caragher

Charles P. Carey

Greg Carpenter

Mark Carpenter

Dr. Josiah & Mary Anne Carroll
Dr. Antonio Chaviano



William Childers

Ronald Ciezki

Tim Cirang

Terri Clark

Vito Colucci

Doug & Julie Conroy

S. Michael & Ingegerd Corrigan
Jim & Lisa Cowhey
Isiaah Crawford, PhD
Ron & Marge Cregier
Russ & Mary Crider
Daniel Czech

Bruce Czyl

Doris Danielson

Greg & Julie Davis
Patrick Delacey

Edwin delHierro

James Delis

Marilyn DeStefano

Neal & Robin Detmers
James & Barbara Doherty
James & Nina Donnelley
Sheila Donoghue

Peter Dreher

Mark Dubinski

Gerald Dunphy

Byard & Barbara Ebling
Edward S. Elins

G. Howard & Patricia Ember
George Engeln

Larry Feldman

Stan & Mary Ferguson
Linda Finkel

Bemard F. Fitzgerald
Karl & Elizabeth Foster
Daniel Foxman

Jon Freedlund

Catherine French

Robert T. Friedman Family Fund
Gregory Fritsch

Douglas & Joanne Fuller
Jim & Carol Galante
John Gatz

David P. Gaughan
Matthew Gehringer
Daniel & Diane Geraghty
John & Peggy Geraghty
Dane & Susan Gill

Paul & Sharon Gillette
Tom & Kelly Gleason

Fritz Goetz

Andrew Goldberg

Miguel Gonzalez, Jr.

Lynne Goodall

Ellen & Melvin Gordon
Richard & Carol Grabher
Stephen & Elizabeth Green
David & Bobbie Gregg
Matthew Gregorio

John & Lana Grodoski

Joe Grody

Frank Guccione

Bryan & Angela Gustin
David Gutantes

Michell Haase

Bill Haave

Dr. John N. Hackett

Jeff Halas

David & Margaret Harangody
Milton Harris

Larry Hart

Terry Haston

Donald Haton

Michael Hayden

Gregory & Mary Lee Hazard
Jeff Heck

William & Julie Heiderman
Jonathan Heller

Clinton & Sharon Herdegen
Jon Hertz

Paul & Kacy Hertz

Richard & Mary Kay Hertz
Bob & Mary Hileman
Johann & Sonia Hinderlie
Tom & Sara Hoffland

Grayson Holmbeck & Anne Updegrove

Jack & Colleen Holmbeck
Paul Holmbeck

Martin & Sharon Hower
Vladimir Hrkac

Robin Hulshizer

Sean Hunter

Marc Jacobs

J. Bradford James

Tom & Patricia Janik
Glenn Johnson

Greg & Shannon Johnson
James Johnson

Michael & Debra Johnson
Roger Johnson

Steven & Alice Johnson
Scot Jurczyk

Michael & Jody Kabbes

Dr. William Kaplan

Robert & Mary Ellen Kauss
Pat Kelley

Mike Kelly

Lori Kenady

Susan Lorraine Kennedy
Richard & Linda Kenyon
Donald & Carole Kepka
Linda Knowles

David Kodner

Arthur Koegel, Jr.

Laura Kohn

Christopher & Areta Kohout
Richard & Jill Kohtz

Ray & June Kolodzieski
Shannon Kolodzieski
Constance Komoll

Kenneth & Anita Krolczyk
Karen Leets

Susan Lentsch

Kevin & Jacquelyn Ley
John F. Lindstrom

Alex Lopez

Miguel Lopez

Ron & Charmain Lueptow
Patrick Mahoney

Judith Majdanski

John & Lori Majors

Neel Malik & Mary Louise Calo
Thomas & Cheri Mangum
Curtis Manning

David & Peggy McCallum
Bob & Linda McClure
Andy & Pam McGaan
Joseph & Rita McGovern
Dennis McGrath

Michael & Donna McGrath
Grady McGraw

Daniel & Margaret McKenna
John & Kathleen McKenna
Thomas & Catherine McKenna
Dr. David G. McLone
Michael & Amy McMahon
Marla Mecum

Gregg Meyers

Brian Misiunas

Darin Mock



Bruce Moeser

Lindsay Moore

Gerald & Janeen Morano
Donald & Ruth Morrison
Kathy Morrison

Mike Mostardi

Martin & Colleen Mulroe
Christopher & Traci Munkvold
Michael & Virginia Munkvold
Scott Munkvold

Kevin & Cathy Murphy
Patrick & Marianne Murphy
Patrick & Theresa Nallon
Bruce & Kim Neapole
Sandra Neary

Steven & Paula Neubauer
John & Marilyn Newlin

Jim Nichols

William Nicholson

Dave Ogdon

Kevin O’Grady

Kenneth & Barbara Olendzki
John Olszewski

Amy O’Malley

John & E. Patricia O’Malley
Patrick O’Malley

Gerald & Peg O’Malley
Sean & Linda O’Mara
Charles & Dee O’Reilly
Joseph Orlick

Al Orlowsky

Marilyn Osborne

John O’Shea

James & Janet Pampinella
James & Marianna Pampinella
David Pasaye

Richard & Deborah Paskin
Bennett & Maureen Pastika
Vincent & Sharlyn Patten
John Pedersen

Marc Perilli

Gino & Kathleen Peronti
Bogdan Pesut

John Pietrzak

Tim Pilipauskas

Virginia Pillman

James & Arlene Pinkston
Bob Placko

Ed Ploski
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Tom Ploski

Margaret Pothast

Thomas Power 111
Randolph Purnell, Jr.
Elliott Quigley

Patrick Quigley

Gregory & Christine Radecki
Gerald Radloff

Gary & Mary Rash

Paul & Charlyn Rauch

Dr. Churphena Reid

Teag Reimann

Terry & Kelly Jo Retzke
Daniel & Laura Rich
Craig Richards

Matthew P. Richmond
David & Cherelyn Riesmeyer
George Robertson
William H. Robinson
Marty Rogers

Tanya Romas

Tim Rood

Matt Rosenberg

Bill & Carol Rymsza

John Salajka, Jr.

Derek Sammons

Francis Sanders

Tammy Sanders

Dr. John Sarwark

Eric & Sue Schaal

Tom & Lisa Schneeman
Joe & Karen Schneider
Greg & Amy Lou Schueddig
Dan Schultz

M. K. Schultz

Tom & Sue Schultz

Jay & Maime Schumacher
Christine Scriba

M. H. & D. W. Seaberg
Dr. Philip & Mary Seeber
Patricia Severa

Theresa Severa

Pat Shanahan

Lee Shoaf

George & Marie Shoemaker
Joel & Michele Shoolin
Bob Shramuk

Kevin Shuttleworth
Richard & Catherine Sikora
Seth Silverman

Robert Sjostrom

Martha Smith

Dr. Peter Smith

Douglas & Debra Snyder
Mary Kay Soehn

R. Spadoni-French
Raymond Spencer
Tracie Sroka

Kim Stegich

Scott Steinke

Ted Stepniewski

Angela Stirmell

R.J. & S. R. Stoeckly
Michael Storako

Scott & Brenda Suchy
Gary & Carolyn Sula
Daniel J. Sullivan

John Sullivan

Brian & Lorraine Tansey
Barry Taylor

Karin Teglia

William Thedorf, Jr.
Scott & Nancy Theis
Esther Thoele Family Foundation
Justin Tobias

Marguerite Tompkins
Joanne Twomey

Dr. John Updegrove
Bonnie Valiant

Rich Valin

Brad VanDamme

John Verni

Kurt & Kim Voigts

Joe Walter

Richard & Lynn Warden
Warner Family

James & Sharon Weaver
Graham Webb

Jim & Pat Wees

Joanne Weick

Tom Wethekam

Mrs. Henry Wheeler
Ralph Wiechert

Bob Williams

Mary Williams

Dave Willuweit

George & Cindy Zagoudis
Lauren Zaurenda
Ronald & Dorothy Zegarski
Ron & Belinda Zicha
Albert & Nitza Zisook



Board of Directors
Grayson N. Holmbeck, PhD

Professor and Director of Clinical Training
Department of Psychology
Loyola University, Chicago

Tom Hoffland

Risk Management
Man Financial

Matthew P. Richmond
Doctoral Candidate
The Chicago School of Professional Psychology

Mark S. Bernstein

Partner
Barack Ferrazzano Kirschbaum Perlman & Nagelberg LLP

Honorary Committee

Leonard J. Cerullo, MD - CNC
Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. Clarke, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Covert

Luciano S. Dias, MD

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Donnelley
Jean Driscoll

Dr. William Hanigan

Hon. Neil F. Hartigan

William E. Kaplan, MD

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Krehbiel, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. David G. McLone

Executive Committee

Scott J. Munkvold, President

Co-founder and Principal
Financial Solutions Advisory Group

Elliott L. Quigley, Vice President
Sr. Vice President
Key Bank Real Estate Capital

Patricia M. Wees, Secretary
Retired Public Relations Manager

Bernard F. Fitzgerald, Treasurer
Controller
Gillespie Auto Group

Lynn Grabher Bradtke, MD
Central Illinois Representative
Staff Physician

McKinley Student Health Center
University of Illinois, Urbana

Gino Peronti, JD, Immediate Past President
Retired Cook County Public Defender
Attorney in Private Practice

Adam S. Rappaport

Executive Director
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