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(open spine) is the nation’s leading disabling 
birth defect. It occurs when the spinal cord 
of a baby does not close properly during the 

first few weeks of development. The effects of 
the condition vary from minor back problems 
to paraplegia, hydrocephalus and bowel and 

bladder dysfunction. Research studies indicate 
that if a woman takes 400 mg of folic acid, a B 
vitatmin, daily before becoming pregnant and 
during the first three months of pregnancy, the 
number of births involving Spina Bifida could 

be reduced by 70 percent.
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To Our Members and Stakeholders
Over the past year, the Spina Bifida Association 
launched a very successful outreach, information 
and educational campaign which focused on the 
importance of daily consumption of folic acid 
among women of child-bearing years.  The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention clearly support 
these efforts based on the scientific studies that have 
confirmed the consumption of folic acid greatly 
reduces the incidence of Spina Bifida and other 
neural tube defects. Our campaign materials were 
created in both English and Spanish and were carried 
through banner and bus advertisements throughout 
the Chicago Transit Authority.  Additionally, our 
press and media outreach focused on state-wide 
messages to all women of child-bearing years in 
Illinois.  Illinois’ efforts were part of a national 
campaign to reduce Spina Bifida and other neural 
tube birth defects.

On the state-wide services front, the Spina Bifida 
Association of Illinois continued to provide and 
support our adult groups in the Chicago area as well 
as Central Illinois.  Key to our success has been 
our volunteer leadership who conducts as well as 
coordinates the activities of these groups.  SBA of IL 
is committed to expanding our adult programming 
and now offers week-long adults-only session at our 
Camp Ability® in August.  Our plans for the next few 
years include year-round weekend programming for 
adults at camping sites, providing social as well as 
informational opportunities.

We continue to be amazed at our volunteer leadership 
and generous donors who provide close to 100% of 
our funding.  The Spina Bifida Association of Illinois 
relies solely on contributions from individuals, 
corporations and foundations who give to our 
programs and our special events to fund a variety 
of initiatives.  SBA of IL works closely with the 
volunteers and committees for the Golf Outings, 
Bowl-a-Thon, Walk-and-Roll-thon, Fashion Show, 
and First Look for Charity at the Chicago Auto Show 
to raise the funds to fund our programs.  Our friends 
at the Windy City Corvettes club continue to give 
generously from their hearts to make a significant 
difference in our efforts each year.  And, it is through 
these efforts that we were able to end the year on a 
positive financial note. 

We know that we have great volunteer leadership 
and in the early part of 2008 we welcomed our new 
Executive Director, Amy Maggio, to SBA of IL.  We 
are confident that she will bring energy, passion and 
fundraising abilities to our efforts and will create 
new opportunities for programs for kids, adults and 
families affected by Spina Bifida. 

Again, on behalf of the board of directors of SBA of 
IL, our heartfelt thanks to all of our volunteers and 
donors who give us their time, talent and resources 
each and every day.
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Summary of 2007 Activities

Spina Bifida Association of Illinois offers:

•	 Direct services, including Camp Ability®

	 and scholarships
•	 Assistance to families, including referrals
	 and networking opportunities 
•	 Educational services, including seminars,
	 meetings and publications
•	 Advocacy for improving care of and
	 services to persons with Spina Bifida
•	 Public affairs programming to build com-
	 munity awareness about Spina Bifida.

in 2007. And, a scholarship funded by the Pro-Am bowl-
ing event was awarded for the first time. 

We continued our public information efforts to encour-
age women of child-bearing age to include adequate 
levels of folic acid in their diets to help prevent Spina 
Bifida and other neural tube defects. With the support of 
the Kiwanis organization, we developed advertisements 
calling attention to the importance of folic acid which 
appeared on selected Chicago Rapid Transit lines and on 
back panels of Chicago buses for a two-month period. 
In addition, SBA of IL personnel appeared on television 
news programs featuring folic acid information.

To assist families, packets of pertinent information are 
distributed to new parents or guardians of children with 
Spina Bifida and to schools attended by the children. 
Our traditional family picnic and holiday party provided 
opportunities for parents, youngsters and young adults to 
network, sharing medical and social experiences and other 
aspects of living with Spina Bifida.

A newly-formed adult group met several times during 
the year at various locations to hear speakers discuss the 
range of services available in the Chicago area to people 
with disabilities.

The quarterly newsletter, Crossroads, includes infor-
mation and sources of assistance for persons with Spina 
Bifida and their families. The enhanced SBA of IL web 
site is continually revised to include current news about 
Spina Bifida plus information about activities.

Since 1989, our Camp Ability® program has offered 
youngsters and young adults with Spina Bifida unique 
opportunities to experience traditional camping activities 
combined with guidance in developing their independent 
living skills.

The independence program focuses on daily group activi-
ties to build group cohesiveness and improve understand-
ing of Spina Bifida. Independence coordinators also work 
with individual campers to help them develop and meet 
personal goals. Many adults now attending schools of 
higher education or pursuing careers credit Camp Ability 
with laying the groundwork for the self-confidence they 
need to succeed.

In 2007, more than 90 campers in three separate age 
groups participated in activities, including swimming in 
a wheelchair-accessible pool, boating, archery, art, horse-
back riding and a thrilling high ropes course. The week-
long camping sessions were held in an outdoor center in 
Bloomington, Illinois.

Continuing a long-standing program of awarding scholar-
ships to young adults with Spina Bifida who attend four-
year and junior colleges, graduate programs or technical 
schools, during 2007 SBA of IL awarded eleven scholar-
ships for post secondary education totaling $12,500.

In addition, the Valiant Scholarship, named in honor of 
the late Bill Valiant, former president and strong supporter 
of SBA of IL and of the national Spina Bifida organiza-
tion, was awarded to a young woman for demonstrating 
outstanding academic achievement and leadership skills 
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2007 Highlights

*Adult Advisory Group 

*New website 

*New name 

*Scholarships for 11 students 

*First scholarship from Comcast/
 Pro-Am Bowling Tournament 

*Successful fund-raising by
 bowlers, bicyclists, walkers and
 rollers, golfers and Corvette
 fanciers 

*First fashion show 

*Camp Ability 

*Folic acid educational ad
 campaign on buses and elevated
 lines in Chicago

Central Illinois Activities
The Central Illinois group continued to expand its activi-
ties and participation. The group held monthly meetings 
featuring speakers on topics related to Spina Bifida and 
sponsored two family gatherings. A bowling party and 
Walk and Roll-a-Thon fundraisers combined fun with 
fundraising.

Fundraising
Grants and donations from philanthropic organizations, 
corporations and local charitable groups are important 
sources of income. In addition, benefits organized by SBA 
of IL families and friends have grown into annual events 
that provide substantial financial support.

•	 The Windy City Corvettes automobile club for 18 
years has made generous contributions to SBA of IL. 
Many Windy City Corvettes members also participated 
in the annual Chicago Auto Show benefit preview, First 
Look for Charity, which is an important source of our rev-
enue. The event is sponsored by the Chicago Automobile 
Trade Association, comprised of new car dealers of 
Chicagoland and Northwest Indidana.

•	 The Northern Illinois Walk and Roll-a-Thon, founded 
by the Marnell family thirteen years ago, has raised over 
$125,000 in that period. In 2007, the Walk was combined 
with the family picnic, which again featured rides in snap-
py Corvette automobiles driven by members of the Windy 
City Corvettes club.

•	 For the seventh year, the Ron Zicha family and their 
friends, who include professional bowlers, organized a 
Pro-Am tournament. Professional bowlers from around 
the country participated in the tournament, co-sponsored 
by Comcast.

•	 The annual O’Malley family pub party each spring 
has supported SBA of IL for more than a decade.

•	 The September golf outing, organized by volunteers, 
grew to a capacity crowd of nearly 150 golfers.
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•	 Central Illinois sponsors a candlelight bowling party 
and a Walk-a-Thon. Supporters of the 2007 events includ-
ed the Central Illinois Corvette Club and the Normal (IL) 
Police Benevolent Association.

Two unique fundraising events took place during the 
year. In August, Tim Burkhart, whose daughter has Spina 
Bifida, and friend Rick Horton completed a 500-mile 
bike tour touching four states. Friends and family pledged 
some $9,000 in donations for the cyclists’ achievement. 

A Fall Fashion Show featuring contemporary Chicago 
designers introduced many attendees to the Spina Bifida 
community. The event featured an appearance by interna-
tional businessman Graham Webb, MBE, who has Spina 
Bifida. Both events drew attention from local media.

We are deeply grateful to all who have organized, attend-
ed and participated in events to support our activities.



Financial Report

A number of programs, especially Camp Ability, 
require substantial professional participation with 
corresponding financial outlays. For a number of 
years, SBA of IL reported a downturn in revenue, but 
in 2007, we posted positive results from increased 
donations and tight budget controls.

INCOME SOURCES 2007
Public, corporate and foundation	 $	 95,847
  donations and grants
Special Events		  256,910
Camp Ability income		  90,538
Membership dues and donations		  18,540
Other income		  22,225
	 _________
TOTAL	 $	 484,060

EXPENSES 2007
Outreach programs	 $	 206,767	
Camp Ability		  77,781
Assistance programs		  15,640
Fundraising		  76,098
General and administrative		  41,497
	 _________
TOTAL	 $	 417,783

The Association’s auditor is ECS Financial Services.  
Accounting practices are consistent with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles for not-for profit 
organizations. Contributions in kind are excluded 
from financial reporting. Audited financial statments 
are available from the Spina Bifida Association of 
Illinois.

Founded in 1969, Spina Bifida Association of Illinois is a 
501(c)3 not-for-profit organization.  

Tucker Co.
Turner Construction
Unilock Chicago, Inc.
USG Corporation
Villa Park Office Equipment
The Ward Foundation
Watterson Environmental
Yaskawa Electric America
F. J. Zimmerman Foundation

CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
Amvets Post #66
Central DuPage Kiwanis 		
	 Foundation
Central Illinois Corvettes
IPA Charities
Knights of Columbus
Palatine Presbyterian Women
Respite Care Services, Inc.
SBA St. Louis
SBA WI
St. John United Church of Christ
Wheaton Jr. Woman's Club
Windy City Corvettes

INDIVIDUALS 
Robert Ackerman
Mark & Joan Albert
Sam & Deanna Amirante
Frank Andrejko
Bob & Mary Andrews
Jerry & Lois Andrews
Mary Andrews
Osep Armagan
Todd & Tricia Arseneau
James & Leanne Atwell
Alfred & Patricia Auer
J. Douglas Bacon
Richard & Barbara Baehr
Daniel Bailey
Marc & Susan Barney
William Barrett
John Barsella
Tyson Beauchamp
Miles & Helene Beermann
Marlys Beider
Fred & Merle Belcove
Mary Jane Bender
Roman & Sharon Bender
William Benson
Robert Berger
Ronald & Meta Berger
Berger Family Foundation
Mark & Amy Bernstein
Allison Bertnicke
George Bigham
Jeff Bittner
William Bliler
Martin & Judith Blitstein
Allan & Judy Bluestone
Edward & Shirley Bluhm
Dave Bonczkowski
Linda Borton-Sobon
James & Patricia Bossert
Barry & Joy Bowen
Brian Bowen

Donors
CORPORATE/FOUNDATION
Aisen Manufacturing Illinois
Alden Bennett Construction Co.
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
John W. Anderson Foundation
Anonymous
Area Erectors Inc.
AT&T
Benefit Express
Bertucci
Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation
Helen Brach Foundation
Broderick & Company
C & M Recycling Inc.
Canadian Pacific Railroad
Chicago ATM Systems Inc.
Children's Surgical Foundation
Circle of Service Foundation
Cuneo Foundation
Dickerson Engineering
Do-Rite Engineering Co., Inc.
Enterprise Rent-a-Car
Expertise Travel Services
Family Resource Center on 	
	 Disabilities
Financial Solutions Advisory 	
	 Group
Gallagher Asphalt
Gillespie Auto Group
Max Goldenberg Foundation
Harley Ellis Devereaux - Architects
Harrah's Casino
Hoogendoorn & Talbot
Hudson Company of Winnetka
Imbert International Inc.
International Union of Bricklayers 	
	 & Allied Craftworkers
Jamerson & Bauwens
Jay Johnson Trust
Donald P. & Byrd M. Kelly 		
	 Foundation
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel
Kerry Capital
Key Bank
Lettuce Entertain You
Lewis, Davidson  Hetherington, 	
	 Ltd.
Bowman C. Lingle Foundation
Man Group USA Inc.
Merrill Lynch
NYK Line
O'Malley Construction
DJ Peters Orthopedics
Police Benevolent & Protective 
	 Society
Quaker Oats
R & R Certified Automotive
RKSA, Inc.
Santanna Energy Services
Sedol Foundation
Shield Healthcare
Spastic Paralysis Research Fndn.
Spector & Spector
Stones Jewelry
Sugrue Builders 5



H. Boyanovsky
Bob & Lynn Bradtke
Scott Bradtke
Julie Brady
Frank & Mary Lou Brilando
Marc Brock
Burton & Anita Brooks
Ralph & Patricia Brower
Gordon Brown
Steven Brown
Cynthia Brunson
Earl & Florence  Bryant
Frank Bryne
Ken & Shirley Bush
Chris Cabay
Craig Calas
N. D. & M. A. Calo
Bennie & Marilyn Carnevale
Greg Carpenter
Mark Carpenter
Josiah & Mary Anne Carroll
Jeff Carter
Don & Deborah Cassier
Nicholaus & Ann Cataldo
Dr. Earl Cheng
Tim Cigrang
Terri Clark
Vito Colucci
Steve Condon
Doug & Julie Conroy
Brian Corgerman
S. Michael & Ingegerd Corrigan
Kristy Creighton
Russ & Mary Crider
Lucille Crocilla
Daniel Czech
Jay Dahl
Doris Danielson
Theodore & Phyllis Davis
Mario & Lori DeBenedetti
Edwin delHierro
Joseph Delmonico
Bob & Tania DePhillips
Marilyn DeStefano
Ernest Detiveaux
Ronald & Enid Deutsch
Dr. Luciano Dias
Dickerson Engineering
Frank DiLeonardi
Joann Dinneen
Brian & Rose Doherty
Cindy Donnelly
Michael & Ellen Doti
John & Linda Dovalovsky
Mark Dubinski
Travis Duffy
Mary Duncan
Ray & Antoinette Dybala
M. G. Egan
Edward & Ann Elins
G. Howard & Patricia Ember
Jackie Engel
Robert Essner
Christine Etapa
Paul & Sandy Evans
John Faloon

Joe Fasano
Brett Feinberg
Leslie & Carole Feinglass
Craig Felde
Stephen & Diana Ferrara
Dennis Ferrazzano
Vera Filic-Ksiazek
Bernard F. Fitzgerald
Karl & Elizabeth Foster
John Fox
Jon Freedlund
Doug & Joanne Fuller
Kathleen Gallagher
Kevin Gallagher
David Gardner
Barbara Garland
John Gatz
Matthew & Suzanne Gehringer
Russell Genet
Daniel & Diane Geraghty
John & Peggy Geraghty
Paul & Diane Gerber
Kris & Anne Getty
Glenn Gienko
Jerry & Pamela Gilbert
Dane & Susan Gill
Tim Gillespie
Dan & Martha Glaza
Tom & Kelly Gleason
Akash Goel
Fritz Goetz
Larry & Marci Goldberg
Melvin Goldstein
Charles & Donna Golly
Lynne Goodall
Stuart & Joanne Goodman
Ellen Gordon
Rick Gordon
Stuart & Deborah Gordon
Richard & Carol Grabher
Pat & Tracey Grady
Stephen & Elizabeth Green
John & Lana Grodoski
James & Michele Gross
Frank Guccione
Wilson & Joan Guilianelli
Franck Guillet
Bryan & Angela Gustin
Michell Haase
Bill Haave
John Hackett
Nasim Hakim
Jeff Halas
Duke Han
David Harangody
Milton Harris
Gerald Hart
Larry Hart
Guy & Linda Hasten
Terry Haston
William & Joann Hayes
Ellen Heming
Kevin Heraty
Clinton & Sharon Herdegen
Lorraine Hersbach
Jon Hertz

Bob & Mary Hileman
John Hill
Richard & Celeste Hilliard
Tom & Sara Hoffland
Richard Hoffman
Mike Hohensee
Reginald & Erika Holliday
Grayson N. Holmbeck & Anne 
	 Updegrove
Jack & Colleen Holmbeck
Dennis & Katy Hood
Heidi Hornsby
Laura Hovis
Paul Howard
Martin Hower
James & Barbara Hunt
Sean Hunter
Michael & Kristina Hurtado
Marc & Deborah Jacobs
Seth & Trudy Jacobson
Jamerson & Bauwens
Thomas & Patricia Janik
Roger Johnson
Scot & Kristine Jurczyk
Marianne Kaak
Michael & Jody Kabbes
Robert & Sondra Kalmin
Joan Kaloway
Dr. William Kaplan
M.A. Melodie Karnezis
Kristin Kasprzak
Lauren Kelly
Michael Kelly
Kathleen Kennedy
Susan L. Kennedy
Richard & Linda Kenyon
Donald & Carole Kepka
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel
Howard & Linda Kirschbaum
Raymond Koch
Arthur Koegel
Laura Kohl
Constane Komoll
Amanda Kopff
Jeff Kovarik
John & Linda Kraemer
Kenneth & Anita Krolczyk
Cinthia Kuipers
Carolee Laird
Thomas Lakinger
Martin & Mary Lally
Timothy & Patricia Larkin
David & Helen Lawson
Nomi Lazar
Sheldon & Sally Lazar
Karen Leets
David & Susan Lentsch
Mitchell & Ann Lerman
Karen Li
John F. Lindstrom
Robert & Judy Litt
Cynthia Lorentzen
Alexander & Mary Beth Lourie
Robert & Heather Macklin
Maria Madrigal
Michael & Amy Mahon

Judith Majdanski
Peter Malecek
Neel Malik & Mary Louise Calo
Fran Manley
Ken Marciniak
Barbara Marks
David Marks
Gavin Marks
Tom Marks
Jason & Laurie Martin
John & Nancy Martin
Joseph & Patricia Martin
Rocco & Roxanne Martino
Thomas & Judith Marzullo
Karen Matusinec
Patricia May
Gerald & Jane McArdle
Bob McClure
Christine McCune
Joseph & Rita McGovern
Mark & Sharon McGowan
Dennis McGrath
Michael & Donna McGrath
Michael & Nicolette McInerney
Daniel & Margaret McKenna
James & Suzanne McKenna
Thomas & Catherine McKenna
Dr. David G. McLone
William & Elizabeth Mertes
Thomas & Sandra Miller
Diane Milligan
Barry & Sharon Millman
Darin Mock
Jeremie Moll
Monica S. Morganstein
Donald Morrison
Steven Most
Jay & Randi Mueller
William & Dawn Mueller
Martin & Colleen Mulroe
Christopher & Traci Munkvold
Janice Munkvold
Scott J. Munkvold
Michael & Virginia Munkvold
Patrick & Marianne Murphy
Howard & Sandra Nagelberg
Waleed Najeeb
Patrick & Theresa Nallon
Steven & Paula Neubauer
John & Marilyn Newlin
William Nicholson
Richard & Ann Nikchevich
Laila Nilsen
Donald & Karen Norman
Julie Norman
Dennis & Martha O'Boyle
Ann O'Donnell
Dave Ogdon
Michael & Stacey O'Keefe
Kenneth & Barbara Olendzki
Gerald & Peg O'Malley
John & E. Patricia  O'Malley
Patrick O'Malley
Thomas & Maureen O'Malley
Phillip & Phyllis O'Neill
Charles & Dee O'Reilly
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Al Orlowsky
Marilyn Osborne
Steven Otte
Thomas & Deborah Page
James & Janet Pampinella
James & Marianna Pampinella
Dave Pareti
David Pasaye
Richard & Deborah Paskin
Vince & Sharlyn Patten
John Pedersen
J. Neiland & Anne Pennington
Marc Perilli
Charles Perlman
Gino & Kathy Peronti
Christopher Pezzello
Tim Pilipauskas
James & Arlene Pinkston
Robert Placko
James Planey
Jeff & Bette Pope
W. Scott Porterfield
Thomas Power
Owen & Jennifer Prince
Steven & Joellen Prior
Steve & Stacey Prokopec
Elliott L. Quigley
Patrick & Marcia Quigley
Adam Rappaport
Paul & Charlyn Rauch
James & Mary Redding
Joseph Reese
Brian & Debbie Reingardt
Ray & Candace Rezner
Melissa Richgels
Matthew P. Richmond
Michael Richmond
David & Cherelyn Riesmeyer
John Roberts
George Robertson
Lawrence & Shelly Rochell
Lance Rodgers
Marty Rogers
Tanya Romas
Tim Rood
Ron Ruminski
Michael Runyon
Bill & Carol Rymsza
Marcia Rymsza
Richard Saldinger
Derek Sammons
Crystal Sanchez
Francis Sanders
Tammy Sanders
Dr. John Sarwark
Eric & Sue Schaal
Ronald & Merle Schiller
Patricia Schmidt
Joe & Karen Schneider
William & Ruth Schreiber
Robert & Kathleen Schry
Greg & Amy Lou Schueddig
M. K. Schultz
Tom & Sue Schultz
Hal & Cindy Schwartz

Marc & Terri Schwartz
William Schweinebraten
D. W. Seaberg
Robert Seeley
Jennifer Selenc
David Selmer
Theresa Severa
Dorothy Shagg
Jeffrey Shamberg
Gayle Shapiro
Robert Shapiro
Michael Sheinkop
Noor Shikari
Lee Shoaf
Joel & Michele Shoolin
Richard & Cathy Sikora
Kim Sipple
Michael Sladek
H. P. & Roxan Slane
Martin Slark
Wendi Sloane
James Smalley
David & Suzanne Smith
Martha Smith
Douglas & Debra Snyder
Mary Kay Soehn
Michael & Deidra Sortor
Ron Springer
Greg Stanmar
Scott Steinke
Geraldine Stevens
Angela Stirmell
Jeffrey & Diane Stout
Nick Straub
Ivana Taylor
Phil Tetley
Thomas Thien
Marcia Thomas
Paul & Susan Toback
Justin Tobias
Howard Treshansky
Gretchen Trofa
Susan Trutter
Thomas & Barbara Tubekis
Marc & Dawna Tucci
William Turner
Joanne Twomey
Gerhardt Umlauf
John Updegrove
Bonnie Valiant
Ken Valin
Rich Valin
John Verni
David Vinciguerra
Kurt & Kim Voigts
Judy VonSydow
Dave Walker
Paul Walker
Cheryle Wall
James Waszek
Richard Wawrzyniak
James & Sharon Weaver
Jim & Patricia Wees
Lowell Scott Weil
Kathryn Wendell
Tom Wethekam

Executive Committee
Scott J. Munkvold, President
Co-founder and Principal
Financial Solutions Advisory Group

Elliott Quigley, Vice President
Senior Vice President, Key Bank Real Estate Capital

Patricia M. Wees, Secretary
Retired Public Relations Manager

Bernard F. Fitzgerald, Treasurer
Controller, Gillespie Auto Group

Lynn Grabher Bradtke, MD, 
Central Illionois Representative
Staff Physician, McKinley Student Health Center
University of Illinois, Urbana

Gino Peronti, Immediate Past President
Retired Cook County Public Defender
Attorney in Private Practice

Amy N. Maggio
Chief Executive Officer

Board of Directors
Mark S. Bernstein
Partner
Barack Ferrazzano Kirschbaum Perlman & Nagelberg LLP

Don Cassier
Manager, Operations, Marketing & Administration
SEECO Consultants, Inc.

Tom Hoffland
Risk Managment
Man Financial

Grayson N. Holmbeck, PhD
Professor and Director of Clinical Training
Department of Psychology, Loyola University, Chicago

Matthew P. Richmond
Doctoral Candidate
The Chicago School of Professional Psychology

Christopher & Karen Wetli
Ralph Wiechert
Joanne Wieck
John & Barbara Wiemhoff
Don & Heather Wilkinson
Weiant Williams
Jeffrey & Mary Wilmarth
Mary Lou Wilson
Angela Wiseman
David Wolfe
Bridget Wuest
Keith Yavitt

Richard Zack
George & Cindy Zagoudis
Ronald & Cecelia Zapar
Kristin Zator
Ronald &  Dorothy Zegarski
Ron & Belinda Zicha
Lauren Zurenda
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Spina Bifida Association of Illinois
8765 W. Higgins Rd., Suite 403

Chicago, Illinois 60631
773-444-0305, FAX 773-444-0327 or 800-969-ISBA
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